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of the Reichstag, in March 1933, when the
members of the opposition had to run the
gauntlet of a double row of armed SS-men.
Inglorious as had been the end of other
Socialist parties, this one was more inglorious
still.
It may be said (and I have said it myself)
that the vote at Vichy was like the half-
conscious action of a dazed man hardly
responsible for his doings. It was after this
that the Party fell to pieces. The fateful
division which had rent it all through the
war now became a split in the worst imagin-
able conditions. Leon Blum, morally erect
as ever but intrinsically weak as ever, felt
himself a defeated man: he retired. He was
arrested soon after, together with several
of his faithful followers. The old leaders
were thus removed, and it will take some
time before French Socialism will be able to
evolve a new and rejuvenated leadership.
It is entirely unprepared for underground
action, and it will have to pay a heavy price
while it learns to adapt itself to new and
revolutionary conditions.
The other half of the Party's leaders had
their course marked by their defeatist
attitude during the war. They now com-
pleted their capitulation and became in-